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April 12th: Leaders of World’s Faiths Join Forces in Ukraine; 

Pointed Message from HH Pope Francis Regarding the War to be Read.    
 

Leaders of major faiths to hold high-level program in Ukraine to encourage solidarity with those 

touched by war. Event to be live streamed at 10:00AM ET/3:00PM London/5:00PM Ukraine.  

 

London – In a historic first, a high-level delegation of religious leaders representing the world’s major faiths 

will join forces to visit to a country impacted by war. Participants include the emeritus Archbishop of 

Canterbury, the Archbishop of the Orthodox Church of the UK, the emeritus Grand Mufti of Bosnia, 

and other representatives of Islam, Judaism, Hinduism, Buddhism and Christianity. They will visit 

refugee camps and the city of Chernivtsi, Ukraine on 12th April. See below for the full list of participating 

religious leaders. 

 

During the visit, a public event will be held in the city’s main theater, where the faith leaders will address 

refugees and other citizens impacted by war. Additionally, a poignant letter from HH Pope Francis will be 

read at the event and a video message will be shared from Metropolitan Epiphanios, the head of the 

Ukrainian Orthodox Church. 

 

The event can be accessed via live video streaming on Tuesday, April 12th, at 5PM Ukraine time/10AM ET at 

www.FaithinUkraine.com/Stream. Footage and quotes will be available afterwards. 

 

The event is the co-initiative of James Sternlicht, founder of the Peace Department and Rabbi Alon Goshen-

Gottstein, Founder and Executive Director of the Elijah Interfaith Institute. Its messages are inspired by 

Glocalities, which released a study this month on the shared values of the people of Ukraine, Russia and the 

EU. 

 

http://www.faithinukraine.com/Stream
https://peacedepartment.global/
http://www.elijah-interfaith.org/
https://glocalities.com/reports/ukraine
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Said James Sternlicht, “In this moment, in a world gripped by profound darkness, we must unite to heal 

humanity.” 

 

Said Rabbi Goshen-Gottstein, “This is the first time ever that an interfaith delegation has undertaken a 

mission of friendship in entering a country at war. This is all the more remarkable considering the high level 

of the religious representatives who are combining forces to provide solidarity and comfort in this time of 

conflict.” 

 

Leaders assembled for this event are making this pilgrimage of solidarity on behalf a broader international 

community of faith leaders of all religions. Faith leaders can sign up to join this community and be featured as 

virtual supporter of the message of friendship delivered in Ukraine at www.FaithinUkraine.com. 

 

# Ends # 

Notes to Editor:  

Members of the Delegation Will Include: 

• Archbishop Rowan Williams (Anglican, UK), Archbishop of Canterbury Emeritus, 
Representing the Present Archbishop of Canterbury. 

• Archbishop Nikitas Lulias (Greek Orthodox, UK), Greek Orthodox Archbishop of Great 
Britain under the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople, Representing Orthodox Patriarch 
Bartholomew 

• Grand Mufti Mustafa Ceric (Muslim, Bosnia), Emeritus Grand Mufti of Bosnia, and present 
Head of the World Bosniak Congress 

• Br. Massimo Fusarelli (Catholic, Italy), Minister General of the Franciscan Order of Friars 
Minor 

• Rabbi Jonathan Wittenberg (Jewish, UK), President of the Council of Christians and Jews, 
and Senior Rabbi of Masorti Judaism 

• Swami Atmapriyananda, (Hindu, India), Vice Chancellor, Vivekananda University, Belur 
Math  

• Rabbi Daniel Kohn (Jewish, Israel), Chief Rabbi, Bat-Ayin 
• Sister Giác Nghiêm, (Buddhist, France), Abbess of Maison de l’Inspir (of Plum Village) 

• Swami Rameshwarananda (Hindu, Spain), President of the Phi School of Vedanta 
• Sister Maureen Goodman (Brahma Kumari, UK), Programme Director for Brahma 

Kumaris, UK and the Brahma Kumaris representative at the United Nations, Vienna. 
• Rabbi Alon Goshen-Gottstein (Jewish, Israel), Founder and Executive Director of the Elijah 

Interfaith Institute 
 

For more details about the delegation members, Click here. 

 

About the Peace Department: The Peace Department is a US based non-profit that pulls from deep networks 
across the realms of business, impact investment, public policy, science, faith, and philanthropy. It aims to 
pursue the art of the possible, using systems thinking and comprehensive design expertise to unite powerful 
actors behind shared works to build a sustainable and compassionate future that benefits all of humanity. For 
more information, please visit: https://peacedepartment.global  

http://www.faithinukraine.com/
https://faithinukraine.com/
https://peacedepartment.global/
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About the Elijah Interfaith Institute: The Elijah Interfaith Institute provides a strong foundation of global 
leadership, from which this initiative emerges.  
 
Founded 26 years ago, the Elijah Interfaith Institute is a nonprofit, international, UNESCO-sponsored 
interfaith organization which is renowned for bringing together world religious leaders and renowned scholars 
from across the world. Its unique programming generates interfaith dialogue at the highest levels through 
public events, research initiatives, conferences, and educational programmes.  
 
Elijah’s Board of World Religious Leaders is the highest-ranking active forum, with its global members 
meeting biennially, and collaborating regularly for nearly 20 years. As a result, it has become world-renowned 
for its leadership in promoting friendship and solidarity across faiths and nations. For more information, 
please visit: www.elijah-interfaith.org 

 

About Glocalities:  Glocalities is an Amsterdam-based international research agency that specializes in global 
insights based on values, lifestyle and culture. The Glocalities research program that started in 2014 now 
covers 35 countries. NGOs, companies and the public sector use Glocalities insights to connect with 
audiences, based on a deep understanding of trends, people and cultures. In the international Glocalities 
surveys conducted since 2014, we have incorporated several research instruments that provide a deeper 
understanding of people, such as values segments and trends. These instruments make it possible to obtain a 
holistic view of groups of people and gain deeper knowledge of their drivers and behaviors. Free reports on a 
multitude of topics are available on our website. For more information, visit www.glocalities.com 

About the global survey: The survey in Ukraine, Russia and Europe is based on online interviews with 
23,647 people in the first quarter of 2020, with representative samples of 1,406 respondents from Ukraine, 
2,216 respondents in Russia and 20,025 respondents from Europe. The extra analysis of people who feel their 
world is falling apart is based on the Glocalities 2021 survey among 22,370 people from 21 countries, held in 
the first quarter of 2021. Prior to the data collection quotas for age, education, gender and region were set up, 
based on reference data for each of these countries. The Glocalities samples are weighted according to census 
data with respect to age, gender, region and education.  It can be accessed at 
http://www.glocalities.com/ukraine 
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